
Aleph Bet Song 

 

Alef, bet and gimmel, dalet,   

Hey and vav and zayin, 

Chet, tet, yod, kaf, lamed, mem, nun samek, and 
then ayin,  

Peh and tsade, qof and resh,   

Sin and shin and tav, 

Now I know my alef bet,    

I‟ll tell my ‟em and ‟av  

 
To the tune of „Yankee Doodle‟ 
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The Hebrew Consonants 

(Kelley, page 1) 

  

  

  

h     d    D     g     G     b     B     
  

  

  

n    m    l    k    K    y    +    x    z    w 

  

t   T   $   &   r   q    c    p   P      s  
   

  
jc   vp    }n    {m    |k 
j       v       }b       {       |lm  
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Consonant and Vowel Drill 

  

 l  &  y  b  }  r  D  m  t  h  s 

  

 {  q  G  w  x    c  k  v  d   

  

 n  B  z  +  j  P  $  g  |  T  p 

  

  

 yiT  Um  "  hfB  Ol  ux  iy  fn  aD  oP  la 

  

 E$  y"G  ir  Uh  yiz  he&  fc  "+  yin  oK  us 

  

 "  im  al  OT  eB  hfG  "$  UD  yiK  f+ 
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The Sign of the Definite Direct Object 
  

t"    te 

(Kelley, page 12) 
  

}"Bahte xaqfl He took the son 

  

    }"Bah xaqfl  The son took…. 

  

|eleMah}eBte xaqfl He took the son of the king 

  

    |eleMah}eB xaqfl The son of the king took… 

  

On:Bte xaqfl He took his son 

    

    On:B xaqfl  His son took… 

  

l"Um:$te xaqfl He took Samuel 

  

    l"Um:$ xaqfl Samuel took… 
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The Dagesh 
(Kelley, pages 12-13) 

  

 
Dagesh Lene:  Hardens the sound of Begadkephat letters 

 Occurs only in the letters  t p k d g b  when these letters are not 

preceded by a vowel. 
  

Examples: reqoB   ty"b:B  

l"fr:&iyy"n:b U:fy  

   

Dagesh Forte:  Doubles any consonant. 

 Occurs in all consonants 

 except the gutturals (  x  h  ) and r.   

 It doubles a consonant as well as hardens  

 in the case of the begadkephat letters: 

    r"Mi$   b"TiK 
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Rules for distinguishing between Dagesh Forte and Dagesh Lene  
(Kelley, page 13)       

  

1. If a dagesh occurs in any non BeGaDKeFaT letter, it is automatically a 

dagesh forte. 

  

2.  If dagesh occurs in a BeGaDKeFaT letter 

  

a)  It is a dagesh forte if it is preceded by any vowel sound. 

 

b)  It is a dagesh lene if it is not preceded by a vowel sound, thus 

either it starts a word or is preceded by a closed syllable. 

 

c)  One must be able to distinguish between vocal and silent sheva in 

order to distinguish a) from b). 
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The Syllable and the Simple Sheva 

(Kelley, page 13) 

The simple sheva can be either silent or vocal. 

1. The silent sheva is the sign of a zero vowel, no vowel.  It is found at 

the end of a closed syllable in the middle of a word.  The silent sheva 

is found under the consonant following a short vowel. 

  rom:$iy     

2. The vocal sheva occurs: 

 a)  at the beginning of a word  Om:$     

 b)  in the middle of a word after a long vowel          

           hfl:ko   

 c)  the second of 2 shevas found together   

 Ur:m:$iy  

 d) under a dagesh forte (that is, under a doubled letter)    Ul:=iq   

 

NOTE:  If 2 shevas occur together, the 1st is silent and the 2nd is vocal. 

 

A rule of thumb for the sheva:  Short is silent   Long is loud 
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1. The Hebrew syllable comes in two basic types: 

 a. An open syllable consists of a consonant and vowel  -- 

   eG  as  A  fm  "l hfT  fn  yir  y"z  OP  UD  :c Ex 

 b. A closed syllable consists of a consonant, vowel, and 

consonant -- lam  dos $uB  }yir   HfK  +u&  jy"  vfy  $y  |&  

         
 

2. All Hebrew syllables begin with a consonant.  (The one and only 

one exception is U, which appended in front of a word means “and.”) 
 

3. Kelley makes syllables more complicated than they need to be.  

Please ignore all his thinking about half vowels and how they count 

for syllables.  Just consider them a syllable. 
 

4. Usually one finds long vowels in either open syllables or closed, 

accented syllables. 
 

5. Usually one finds short vowels in closed, unaccented syllables. 



The Hebrew Syllable  (continued)   12b 

 6. Half vowels are always found in open syllables.  

          (contra Kelley) 
 

 7. The tricky part about syllables centers on whether a 
sheva is vocal or silent: 

– a. A vocal sheva always occurs in open syllables. 

– b. A silent sheva always is found under the consonant 
that closes the syllable. 

 

 8. When a consonant is doubled (that is, when it has a 
dagesh forte in it), the first of the two consonants always 
closes a syllable while the second of the two consonants 
always opens the next syllable. 
 

 9. Every consonant in the beginning or middle of a word is 
followed either by a vowel or a silent sheva.  The one 
exception to this is the quiescent  (something like the 
“gh” in “night”) which is sometimes found in the middle of 
words, e.g. $or 
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Vocal Sheva 

 Form:  simple    :m 

  compound   A E  F 
  

 Position: 

 1)  Beginning a word  Om:$  

 2)  Middle of a word, after a long vowel hfl:ko    

 3)  Middle of a word, after a silent sheva. Ur:m:$iy 

 4)  Middle of a word, under a doubled letter Ul:=iq  

 

 
Silent Sheva 

 Position: 

 1)  After a short vowel rom:$iy    

 

          2)  After another silent sheva, maybe  :T:ramf$    

 

  3)  Followed by a vocal sheva  Ur:m:$iy    

  

Remember:  If 2 shevas occur together, the first is silent; the second is vocal. 

 



 Rules of the Gutturals   (Kelley, pages 23-24)  

(   h  x    r ) 

 

       1. They do not take a dagesh forte; they cannot be doubled.  

 

       2.    Because of number 1 above, often the short vowel prior to the guttural is 

lengthened,  that is, compensatory lengthening. 

  a+ becomes f+    xim becomes x"m  ul becomes ol 

 

     3.  Gutturals frequently like a-type vowels ( f  or a  ) under or preceding them, or 

both: 

    taamf&    

 At the end of words, when H, h, x, or  is preceded by any unchangeable long vowel 

that is not an a-type vowel, an extra “ a” is added, called a furtive patach : 

    axUr    axon  

 

 4.    Gutturals take compound shevas, never simple shevas. Sometimes the compound 

sheva influences the vowel preceding the guttural:   

 

   dobAan  he&Ee 
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The Definite Article 
(Kelley, pages 24-26) 

  

  

  

      |elem    a king      |eleMah the king 

  

  

         tiyaB         a house     tiyaBah the house 

  

  

         raan         a youth      raaNah        the youth 

 



A Summary of the Rules For Vocalizing the Hebrew Definite Article   

    (Kelley, pages 24-26)                                 
The Hebrew definite article is spelled in 4 different ways. 

 

     1. ah  He with a patach, followed by dagesh forte in the next consonant, before all 

consonants except the gutturals. Example:  |eleMah  

    

     2. ah He with patach and no doubling in the following consonant, called virtual doubling 

before: 

 a)  h (He) and x (heth) when these consonants have any vowel except  

         qamets and qamets hatuph.    

 Examples:  Uhah  $edoxah 

  

 b)  Words beginning with :y and :m, in most cases.   

        Examples:  {yidfl:yah {yilfgar:mah  

 

    3. fh  He with qamets, called compensatory lengthening before: 

 a)   and r and usually .     Examples:  $yifh     $orfh     }iyafh    

    b)  Accented  fh  (He with qamets).     Example:  rfhfh 



A Summary of the Rules For Vocalizing the Hebrew Definite Article  

(continued)  

(Kelley, pages 24-26)                                 

 

4. eh He with segol, before: 

 a)  fx with qamets or qamets hatuf.     

   Examples:  gfxeh  {fkfxeh     {yi$fdFxeh 

 b)  Unaccented f (‘ayin with qamets).    

   Example:    }owfeh 

     c)  Unaccented fh (He with qamets).            

   Example:    {yirfheh 

 

    NOTE: Take note of the words whose spelling   
 changes are listed in Kelley, p.26 #4. 

 


